Our Dear Brothers & Sisters and Friends,
2013 February
Yeah for February. It has been a great month to rejoice and be glad that we serve a Lord whose Name is Glory.
This month is when it starts to get hot here. The temperatures will get up around 95ºF during the day. One good thing
though, is that it the air is typically drier so that by 2:30 PM the
temperatures start to drop down into the 60s at night. This period,
called summer or verano here, will last until mid-May. We get very
little rain.

TX group
Over the week of Feb. 3-9, David and Suyapa Chacón (Francel
Restaurant) hosted a group of roughly 12 adults from various
congregations in TX. and we assisted in driving to the remote,
mountainous communities. This same group, with many of the
same people, come at least once a year and we enjoyed driving for
them for the third year. The congregations they visit are past the
normally traveled roads and can be over such treacherous terrain
that one of the
congregations we
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year said they had
not had visitors to their church in four years. Another church that we
visited was only reachable because the steep and twisting roads were
not wet from rain, which made them impassable last year because of
the thick, slippery mud. The roads are one lane, often with steep drop
offs on both sides, and were so bad this year that at one point a first
time visitor exclaimed, "There's a cliff in the middle of the road!"
(Thanks again for the laugh, Cleta. I love you and pray you will come
again.)

Teaching Miguel and Jorge
Public schools in Honduras started on Friday, Feb. 1, and on Monday,
Feb. 4 we started teaching Miguel, 12, every afternoon in our home.
Miguel and his brother Jorge, 15, both completed the required
schooling through sixth grade in December. Jorge was not interested
in more education because he wants to work outdoors, but Miguel
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hopes to go on to study
computers. However, since he is very small he decided to take a year off
before going into the next phase of education. Since he wants to study
computers and that is Dwight's primary focus, it seemed logical to suggest
that he begin to study computers at our home. But Joanne also wanted him to
continue some formal learning so she is teaching him English, penmanship,
and memory scriptures. Dwight is also teaching him math and has a daily
devotional with him. After three days of learning with us, Miguel was sharing
such fun information with his family that Jorge asked if he could join Miguel
for the three hours of afternoon study. You may recall a photo of Miguel in
our June 2012 newsletter carrying 4 heavy steel pipes to help build the fence
in San Isidro.
In February the school at Por Los Niños also started. Dwight has 3 new first
graders, one of whom had just arrived at the children's home a few days
before school started. Juán did not know his letters or numbers and had never
even seen a computer before. He is already doing well.

Dwight visits Kristin in Copan
Dwight found out that a special visitor was coming to Honduras to work with
Habitat for Humanity in Santa Rosa de Copán. Kristin is the daughter of Bruce and Ellie Meade. Ellie is Dwight's
first cousin and she and Bruce are long time supporters of our work. Kristin is a doctor working in Pallitative Care in

Durham, NC and during her week off she came to Honduras to help build houses for the poor. Dwight has been
desiring to visit another missionary family, Phil and Donna Waldron, who have been doing great work in western
Honduras. Since it is a 10 hour trip by bus to Santa Rosa, he had not had the opportunity. With 2 reasons to take the
trip and a week between classes, he jumped at the chance. He was able to spend several enjoyable evenings with
Kristin and a very interesting day with Misión Hacía Arriba (Mission UpReach) learning about their work and getting
their surplus military cargo truck stuck out in the mountains. (Dwight was not driving!)

The San Isidro Project
The next project in San Isidro will be a water tank to be constructed on the community grounds that will allow the
pressure needed to get the water to flow through all of the water
lines and to the houses. But the tank will cost a minimum of $4,000
and this community simply does not have that type of money
available. The community leadership went to a different community
where they were using a pressure tank that provides the needed
pressure to move the water through the lines. While that tank would
seem a logical solution because it costs less than $1,000, it serves
only 15 homes and would not be adequate for the distance and
volume needed in San Isidro. In the meantime, the dry season has
started and the people in the community have no way to access the
water in the well right now. Please keep this project and need in
your prayers.

The Raleigh Group
During the last full week of Feb. we were again privileged to work
with one of David and Suyapa Chacón's annual groups; this time
with mountain communities in the opposite direction of the county. Two participants learning to be trustworthy
leaders at the Saturday carnival.
But this time the request came directly from the church group itself
because the Raleigh church is our new sponsoring congregation. Two women in the group were conducting a
women's seminar in three different locations on Wed., Thurs., and Friday. Mac Safley, an elder at the Raleigh church
and our liaison to the congregation, suggested that Joanne could
speak as well. Her favorite topic to women here in Honduras is
health, hygiene, nutrition, and water purification, because those are
the topics that drew her into public health in the first place. So she
stayed up at the "group house" in Amacuapa, roughly two hours
from Catacamas, from Wed.-Fri. She came home Friday evening
and then Dwight traveled up to Amacuapa with Suyapa Chacon on
Saturday for the children's carnival and the community-wide pig
roast. It was a great pleasure getting to know some of the
members of the Raleigh church better.

Maritza's Dad
Martiza is the wife of Lidio Saenz, who is the preacher at the San
Isidro congregation. Her father became ill in January and after
Group from Jobo Manto showing their
growing progressively worse Maritza accompanied him to the
nearest public hospital in Juticapla (roughly 45 minutes). He was
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on an IV. antibiotic for a week before exploratory surgery done on
Monday, Feb. 18th showed progressed cancer throughout his abdomen. The doctors referred him to a cancer hospital
in the capital city of Tegucigalpa, but he did not make it there. He passed away three days after being told he had
cancer. He was a member of the body in Las Cabas; one of the churches we visited with the TX group during the first
week in Feb.

Joanne's Coursework
Joanne has completed yet another course for her degree and is maintaining a 4.0. Now she lacks only one more
course, Research Methods, which will begin next Monday, March 4th. She is struggling with her dissertation,
however. She is only on the first chapter, still, and has submitted extensive revisions five times. Please keep this
situation in your prayers because she respects the knowledge and experience of her chosen Chair, but does not want

this process to take longer than the designated 15 months. The
literature review chapter is currently in the hands of her Chair for
review and revision once again.

Baptisms
We have been blessed with 4 baptisms this month at our
congregation at El Colegio. Two of them were grandchildren of
Juán Martinez, one was a granddaughter of Marcio and Tonita
Matamoros,
and the final
one was the son of Ismael, our resident blind, Bible scholar.

Prayers
Joanne would like prayers for a headache that she has had for two
weeks. We are going in to Tegucigalpa for a CAT scan on the 1st
of March. Please pray for Dwight's students and his teaching.
We are so blessed to be a part of this work you. May He bless
and keep you in His hands, Dwight & Joanne
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