
Consider these 15 characteristics of love:

Love is Love is not
1. Patient 3. Envious
2. Kind 4. Boastful

5. Arrogant
Love 6. Rude
11. Rejoices over the truth 7. Selfish
12. Bears all things 8. Irritable
13. Believes all things 9. Resentful
14. Hopes all things 10. Joyful over evil
15. Endures all things





Hebrews 13:1-2 
‘Let philodelphia continue.

Do not neglect to show philoxenia, ...”

1. NASB translates the single word ‘philodelphia’ as ‘love of the brethren’ 
and the  single word ‘philoxenia’ as ‘entertain strangers’



Hebrews 3:1
‘… therefore Holy brethren, partakers of a 

heavenly calling ...”

Hebrews 2: 9-11 
‘… that by the grace of God He might taste 

death for everyone …   … in bringing 
many sons to glory …  … for both He who 

sanctifies and those who are being 
sanctified are all from one Father; for 

which reason He is not ashamed to call 
them brethren, …”



Acts 2:46
‘…and breaking bread from house to house, 

they were taking their meals together with 
gladness and sincerity of heart, praising 

God, and having favor with all the 
people…”

Acts 2:42ff
‘and they were continually devoting 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer.”



John 14
‘in My Father’s house are many dwelling 
places: if it were not so, I would have told 

you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again, and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also.

John 14
‘But the helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in My name, He will teach 

you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you. Peace I 
leave with you; My peace I give to you; not 
as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not 

your heart be troubled, nor let it be 
fearful.’





What do we share when we are 
hospitable?



What is one of the most common 
complaints  visitors   make of local 

churches?

What are some of the quickest 
compliments of visitors?

members



“Unless we open the doors of our 
homes to one another, the reality 
of the local church as a close-knit 
fellowship of loving brothers and 

sisters is only a theory.”



“See… how they love one 
another…and how ready they are 
to die for each other.” Tertullian

“’hardly have they met when they 
love each other…  

indiscriminately they call each 
other brother and sister.” Octavius



“The essence of hospitality is 
_______________.”


