
Consider these 15 characteristics of love:

Love is Love is not
1. Patient 3. Envious
2. Kind 4. Boastful

5. Arrogant
Love 6. Rude
11. Rejoices over the truth 7. Selfish
12. Bears all things 8. Irritable
13. Believes all things 9. Resentful
14. Hopes all things 10. Joyful over evil
15. Endures all things





Pursue eating with others (Job 31:17; Luke 7, 14)
They would look for passers-by (Gen 18:1)
It was a duty (Gen 18:2-7)
Even an enemy was safe as a guest (Psalm 23)
A Bedouin tent had two rooms (Gen 18:1-10)
Bow; kissing lower garment (Acts 10:25; Matt 18:26)
Kissing greeting (Acts 20:37; I Corinthians 16:19)
Greetings: “Peace be on you” and “And on you be 

peace” (Luke 10:5-6)



Remove shoes; wash feet (Exodus 3:5; John 13)
Anoint head with oil (health, cleanliness, honor)
Promptly offered water (became a welcome and 

initiation of friendship; Matt 10:40-42; Mark 9:41)
Sharing a meal was to share in  a bond of peace & 

fidelity. (Gen 24:33)
Host is the servant and guest is the master (Gen 

19:2; ‘This is your house’ &  ‘You do me honor’)
Guests are not ever left alone (even while sleeping)
Guests are protected as one’s own (Psalm 23)
Treachery is to share bread then turn against host. 

(Obadiah 1:7; Psalm 41:9; John 13:18)



Luke 7: 47 ‘Now one of the Pharisees was 
requesting him to eat.  And he entered the 
Pharisee’s house, and reclined. And behold, 
there was a woman in the city who was a 
sinner; and when she learned that he was 
reclining in the Pharisee’s house, she brought 
a vial of perfume, and standing behind at his 
feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair 
of her head, and kissing his feet, and 
anointing them with  the perfume.’



Luke 7:47
‘For this reason I say to you, her sins, 
which are many, have been forgiven, for 
she loved much; but he who is forgiven 

little, loves little.”’



the invitation
the logistics
the welcome
the meal
the clean-up
after the meal
the separation
the preparation



What are the fears and barriers to 
our becoming more hospitable?

“Selfishness is the single 
greatest enemy of hospitality”



Romans 14: 19-20
‘So then let us pursue the things which 

make for peace and the building up of 
one another. Do not tear down the work 

of God for the sake of food.’

I Corinthians 10:23
‘All things are lawful, but not all things 
are profitable. All things are lawful, but 
not all things edify. Let no one seek his 

own, but that of the other.’



What is the agenda when being 
hospitable?


