
Lesson 2 - Love is Patient, Love is Kind





On 9/11/2001, when US air space was closed, 38 international 
flights were diverted to Gander, Newfoundland. Almost 7,000 
passengers found themselves stranded in a town of 12,000 with 
only 500 hotel rooms. Passengers weren’t allowed access to their 
luggage due to the possibility of additional terror attacks. The 
town of Gander rose to the occasion. Bedding was procured for 
people to sleep in schools. Food was found, and kitchens were 
working non-stop to feed “the Plane People” for the better part of 
a week. A fitting story to consider for our study of patience and 
kindness...



Love is Patient - 
1 Corinthians 13:4



Love is Patient - 1 Corinthians 13:4

Greek makrothymei = makros + thumos (long tempered)

“That quality of self restraint in the face of provocation which does 
not hastily retaliate” (more about people than circumstances)

Patience - a universal need

● The 1 Corinthians 13 list begins and ends with patience
● Other exhortations - Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 4:1-2, 

Colossians 3:12



God’s Patience

Romans 2:4 - Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is 
meant to lead you to repentance?

2 Peter 3:15a - And count the patience of our Lord as salvation

1 Peter 2:23 - When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; 
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly. 



Patience vs Impatience 

Heart check - how much of the time am I upset with someone?

Are we likely to be impatient with strangers, or with people we 
know well? 



Above all, keep loving one another 
earnestly, since love covers a multitude 

of sins.
1 Peter 4:8



Love is Kind - 
1 Corinthians 13:4



Love is Kind - 1 Corinthians 13:4

Greek chrēsteuetai: kind, gentle, full of service to others

“Kindness is love in work clothes”



Jesus and Kindness

Peter described Jesus with these words: “He went about doing 
good…” (Acts 10:38)

For example, Mark 1:21-45

● So many acts of kindness!
● Jesus fulfilled the principle of 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 to do good 

works with love. He didn’t seek any advantage or glory to 
himself, just the good for others. He felt compassion for the 
leper, even physically touching him.



Difficult People



Ezra 3:10-13

And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, 
the priests in their vestments came forward with trumpets, and the 

Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the Lord, 
according to the directions of David king of Israel. And they sang 

responsively, praising and giving thanks to the Lord,
“For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel.”
And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised the 
Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But...



Ezra 3:10-13

But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old 
men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they 
saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted 

aloud for joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the 
joyful shout from the sound of the people's weeping, for the people 

shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.



People of a different 
age can seem difficult



The difference between the “joyful shouters” and the “weepers”? 
Age! Yet God in his wisdom has brought people of all ages together 
in the church - one spiritual family. 

Thought questions:

● How do people older/younger than me get under my skin?
● What benefit do I get from people in the church of different 

ages?
● How can patience and kindness overcome age differences?



Love Challenge



Love Challenge #1 - Love Journal

Over the next 6 weeks, keep a journal of a weekly love goal, as well as 
loving vs unloving choices.

You may find it helpful to download and print the template at this web 
address:  https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/

https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/


Love Challenge #2 - Prayer

Spend time praying for others’ needs this week


