
Lesson 3 - Love is Not Envious, Boastful, Arrogant



Northern Ireland is famous for 3 decades of 
political violence, starting in the late 1960s.

The sides were the loyalists and the republicans 
(commonly Protestants and Catholics).

The violence killed 3,200 people and injured 
40,000 - out of a population of less than 2M, about 
the size of the Triangle.

A 1990s study of post-traumatic stress disorder in 
conflict areas around the world found more PTSD 
in Northern Ireland than South Africa, Israel, or 
Lebanon.



Ken Newell was a Presbyterian minister from 
Belfast who began working to create relationships 
between Protestants and Catholics in the 1970s.

In April 1998, the Good Friday agreement was 
reached to end fighting - as long as voters in both 
Northern Ireland the Republic of Ireland approved 
it.

Ken organized a press conference where he and 3 
other Protestant ministers made the case for 
peace.



In his memoir, Ken Newell credits a Methodist minister with the most 
impact at the press conference. The minister, who had lost family in an 
IRA bombing, spoke these words:

Going backwards is not a good thing to do in Ireland. The agreement could 
mark the beginning of a healing process. I have great sympathy with 
people who find it hard to forgive, who are trying to forgive and even those 
who believe that it is not even Christian to forgive what some people have 
done. I had to sort this out for myself at Enniskillen; if I hadn’t I would 
have found it very difficult to say the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us as we 
forgive others.”

The referendum passed.

For our study, this is both an example of 

1. Love acting in forgiveness, and 
2. Love acting in humility (to give someone else credit for more 

powerful words)



Love is Not Envious, 
Boastful, or Arrogant - 
1 Corinthians 13:4b



Our Text, 3 Translations - 1 Corinthians 13:4b

love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant (ESV)

love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up (NKJV)

It is not possessive: it is neither anxious to impress nor 
does it cherish inflated ideas of its own importance. 
(Phillips)



Biblical examples of envy:

● Joseph’s brothers
● King Saul, envious of David

Another Biblical example: the Pharisee that prays “God, I thank 
you that I am not like other men” (Luke 18:11). Would you call that 
boasting or arrogance? What’s the difference?



These words have already featured in 1 Corinthians
1:29 - so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.

1:31 - so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

3:3 - For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way?

3:21 - So let no one boast in men. 

4:6 - ...learn by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up 
in favor of one against another.

4:7 - For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not 
receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?



These words have already featured in 1 Corinthians
4:18 - Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to you.

4:19 - But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the 
talk of these arrogant people but their power.

5:2 - And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has 
done this be removed from among you.

5:6 - Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump?

8:1 - Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up.



Difficult People



1 Corinthians 1:10-12
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 
same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's 
people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each 
one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 
follow Christ.”

The problem of divisions in Corinth is introduced in chapter 1, and carries 
through chapter 4. For a modern analogy, we might substitute an author or 
podcaster for Paul and Apollos. We’re tempted to sort ourselves into tribes based 
on whose opinion we follow.



People that are not of 
my tribe can seem 
difficult



Diagnosing the Problem
1:22, 23a, 25 - For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach 
Christ crucified... For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men.

What motivation/desire is creating a problem in Corinth? How is it different for 
Jews and Greeks (non-Jews)?

Paul speaks to those that are seeking status of one kind or another, and 
challenges their definition of status.



Contrasting Paul’s Example
2:3-5 I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God.

In contrast, Paul speaks of his own weakness, but then says it was accompanied 
by “demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” The people of Corinth had 
personally met Paul. They are likely reminded not only of his ability to work 
miracles through the Holy Spirit, but his love and service, and also his inner 
strength to be faithful to God and His kingdom.



Correcting the Problem
An attitude of jealousy just holds back the Corinthians from where they should be 
(1 Corinthians 3:3). Instead Paul writes “Let no one deceive himself. If anyone 
among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may 
become wise. For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. (1 Corinthians 
3:18-19a)

Where would boasting and arrogance be if we followed these words? Really we’re 
left with two takeaways...



I need to be in Jesus’ 
tribe;
I need to love people 
that have a tribe 
mentality



Love Challenge



Love Challenge #1 - Love Journal

Over the next 6 weeks, keep a journal of a weekly love goal, as well as 
loving vs unloving choices.

You may find it helpful to download and print the template at this web 
address:  https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/

https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/


Extreme situations like Northern Ireland create a 
big test of love. But in “everyday life” our progress 
in adopting these 15 characteristics is based on 
many small tests. The purpose of the journal is to 
be disciplined to notice those tests, and how we’re 
actually doing with Christian love.



Love Guidance - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

15 characteristics of love:
Love is not
3. Envious
4. Boastful
5. Arrogant
6. Rude
7. Selfish
8. Irritable
9. Resentful
10. Joyful over evil

Love is
1. Patient
2. Kind

Love
11. Rejoices over the truth
12. Bears all things
13. Believes all things
14. Hopes all things
15. Endures all things



Love Challenge #2 - Prayer

Pray about your journal, and love choices


