
Lesson 4 - Love is Not Rude, Selfish, Irritable



Bob Goff, in his book Love Does, describes having a 
family meeting after 9/11/2001 to explain what 
happened to his school-aged children. He asked them 
if they could, what they would ask world leaders about 
how hope after such an attack. This led to mailing 
letters to all the world leaders asking if they could visit 
and do a video interview.

Over the next weeks, the kids enjoyed hearing back 
from all over the world, even though the answers 
were no. But then some countries said yes. 

Bob and his wife took the kids out of school and 
visited 29 countries.



The interviews usually started formally, with the 
leader making a prepared statement. But as they 
realized these were kids, and their only agenda was to 
promote friendship on a personal level, walls came 
down.

One of the leaders had this comment “You know what 
it is about someone that makes them a friend? A 
friend doesn’t just say things; a friend does.”

As Christians, we aren’t bound by the normal rules of 
what is reasonable or possible. When Jesus taught 
about love going an extra mile for a Roman soldier, He 
was describing something at least as unexpected as 
kids meeting world leaders.



Love is not rude
Love does not insist on its own way
Love is not irritable  
- 1 Corinthians 13:5



Love is not rude

We don’t need a dictionary or Greek lexicon to define what “rude” 
is - we all know!

Rudeness isn’t mentioned in the Bible as much as other items on 
this list. Yet we all experience the hurt that rudeness causes. If 
we’re honest, we also realize we’re sometimes rude ourselves. 

If rudeness falls short of the commandment to love, then we 
should count rudeness as a sin. 



Love does not insist on its own way

In Mark 10, James and John ask Jesus to be at his right and his left when 
He is on his throne. This story is an example of self-seeking.

In our own lives, we can remember painful situations where we’ve been 
side by side with someone that “insists on their own way” - at work, in a 
neighborhood committee, maybe even in a church ministry.

To help guard us from being this way, two practices we can adopt are:

1. Think of others as better than me (Philippians 2:3)
2. Listen to what others have to say with respect 



Love is not irritable 

This involves talking about...



How do people express anger?

“Porcupines” express anger 
with their quills - externally

“Turtles” withdraw into a shell 
and keep their anger internal



What causes anger?

Someone mistreated me

Someone didn’t listen to me

Someone became angry at me for no good reason

=> In actuality, nobody can make me become angry



1 Peter 2:18-19

You who are slaves must submit to your masters with all 
respect. Do what they tell you—not only if they are kind and 
reasonable, but even if they are cruel. For God is pleased 
when, conscious of his will, you patiently endure unjust 
treatment.

Remembering God and his will helps us with self-control 
when we’re not treated fairly



James 1:19-20

Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all 
be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. 
Human anger does not produce the righteousness God 
desires.

There may be a reason for our anger, but human anger 
doesn’t produce a godly result



The peculiarity of ill temper is that it is the vice 
of the virtuous.

- Henry Drummond

Words of caution for us to consider!



Difficult People



1 Corinthians 6:1-8

Corinth had lawsuits in the church!

Point #1 - we shouldn’t be so selfish as to wrong and defraud

Point #2 - What if I’m on the receiving end of someone’s 
lawsuit? What is Paul’s counsel?

a) Seek a believer to be a mediator
b) Give in (“why not rather suffer wrong?”); this shows 

the weight that Paul gives to the path of love



Philippians 4:2-3

What’s going on with Euodia and Syntyche?

How does this make it into the Bible?



People that have 
something against me 
can seem difficult



Love Challenge



Love Opportunities

My neighbor
My friend
My co-worker
My church family

My family
My spouse
My enemy
Strangers



Love Challenge #1 - Love Journal

Over the next 6 weeks, keep a journal of a weekly love goal, as well as 
loving vs unloving choices.

You may find it helpful to download and print the template at this web 
address:  https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/

https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/


Love Challenge #2 - Prayer

Pray for opportunities to demonstrate love


