
Lesson 5 - Love is Not Resentful; Love and Evil, Truth



In the town of Barnstaple in the 1800s, there was a young 
preacher named Chapman. He preached for a church, helped 
the poor, and did some street preaching. His street preaching 
brought him into conflict with a grocer, who berated and spat 
on him.

A relative of Chapman’s heard of his outreach to the poor, and 
visited to see his work. The man was wealthy and asked if he 
could buy some groceries. Chapman agreed - and sent him to 
the grocer who had opposed him.

The relative went to the shop, made a large order, and asked 
that it be delivered to Chapman. The grocer was flabbergasted, 
and asked if there was a mistake. 

When the grocer delivered the order, he broke down in tears 
and asked forgiveness - creating an opportunity to hear the 
gospel.



Love is not resentful (ESV)
Love keeps no record of wrongs (NIV)
- 1 Corinthians 13:5



Recap - Love is not irritable/easily provoked
We may say “THAT made me ANGRY” 
- but nobody can make me become 
angry

People tend to express anger either 
externally or internally (porcupine vs 
turtle)

We need to go deeper on these ideas, 
and consider unresolved anger...



Resentment

Bitterness

Hostility

Grudge

Strife

From Jerry Bridges, Respectable Sins

Unresolved 
Anger Resentment starts as an internal reaction to 

unresolved anger. If we hold onto it, there’s a 
progression to deeper animosity, a desire for “pay 
back,” and open conflict.



Human wisdom

● I’ve been hurt
● It’s not fair
● I’ve been marginalized
● I deserve satisfaction

God’s wisdom:

● Resentment sets us on a path 
of spiritual danger (Romans 
12:20, Genesis 4:6)

● Trials produce growth (James 
1:2-3)

● Forgive as God has forgiven 
us (Matthew 6:12)



What can I do with resentment?

Notice and confess the problem 

Pray for greater love

Let go of the “record of wrongs” and forgive



Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth (ESV)
Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth (NIV)
- 1 Corinthians 13:6



It’s not surprising that Paul would urge Christians not to rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but it’s less obvious how this connects to love:

● Need to lovingly respond to sin in the church - 1 Corinthians 5
● It’s unloving to rejoice when something bad happens to 

somebody with whom I’m in conflict. David provides a positive 
example in his reaction to Saul’s death.

● Religious extremism can “rejoice” when something bad 
happens to somebody living an ungodly life.

● Contrast the older brother and the loving father in the story of 
the prodigal son.



Difficult People



Romans 14:1-4

As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to 
quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat 
anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not 
the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not 
the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for 
God has welcomed him. 



People that have 
weaker faith can 
seem difficult



Romans 14:1-4

The description starts with a reference to one with weaker faith 
(implying that we have stronger faith!).

That specific cause is a difference of opinion. Issues of whether to 
eat meat that could be connected to pagan religion are also dealt 
with in 1 Corinthians 8-10. 



Romans 14:13-19

Paul says not to pass judgment on a matter of opinion
Instead, we’re to emphasize:
● Righteousness
● Peace
● Joy
● Mutual upbuilding
How many of the love characteristics from 1 Corinthians 13 are 
appropriate to this situation?



15 Characteristics of Love - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is not
3. Envious
4. Boastful
5. Arrogant
6. Rude
7. Selfish
8. Irritable
9. Resentful
10. Joyful over evil

Love is
1. Patient
2. Kind

Love
11. Rejoices over the truth
12. Bears all things
13. Believes all things
14. Hopes all things
15. Endures all things



Romans 14:4 - Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of 
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he 
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.

=> It’s good for us to strive to align our beliefs with God’s word

=> But we can also be confident in God’s grace to make us stand 

=> Love leads us to prioritize peace



Love Challenge



Love Challenge #1 - Love Journal

Over the next 6 weeks, keep a journal of a weekly love goal, as well as 
loving vs unloving choices.

You may find it helpful to download and print the template at this web 
address:  https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/

https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/


Love Challenge #2 - Prayer

Pray for God to remove my desires and habits that block me from 
loving


