
Lesson 6 - Love Bears All



Cultivation…

In the fall, it doesn’t take much 
more than tossing some seed on 
the ground and watering to get 
grass to come up

But actually establishing a healthy 
lawn requires work over longer 
time frame: preparing soil, clearing 
leaves, long term watering



Cultivation over a long time 
frame can be seen in the 
spacing of the trees in front of 
the Biltmore House

For the first 10-20 years, 
these trees must have looked 
too far apart; fully grown, 
they look just right

What is the time frame for 
love?



Love Challenge



Love Challenge - Love Journal

Over the next 6 weeks, keep a journal of a weekly love goal, as well as 
loving vs unloving choices.

You may find it helpful to download and print the template at this web 
address:  https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/

https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/


Love Challenge - Prayer

Spend time in prayer seeking to better know God’s love 
for you

Spend time praying for others’ needs 

Pray about your journal - goal and choices

Pray for opportunities to demonstrate love

Pray for God to remove your desires and habits that 
block you from loving



Do ordinary things with extraordinary love.

- Mother Teresa

Love may call us to 

● Do ordinary things (a cup of water in Jesus’s name)
● Do extraordinary things (good Samaritan)
● Do ordinary things with extraordinary consistency, over a long 

period of time



Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.
- 1 Corinthians 13:7



Paul’s Example

Philippians 1:3-7 - he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion

Philippians 2:1-2 - complete my joy

2 Corinthians 9:1-2 - I know your readiness

2 Corinthians 11:16-29 - the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for 
all the churches



Jesus and Peter

John 1:40-42 - You shall be called Cephas

Matthew 16:13-19 - I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven

Matthew 16:23 - Get behind me Satan!

Matthew 14:22-33 - Why did you doubt?

John 21:15-19 - Feed my sheep



Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.

Why? How?



Encouragement

Basic Human Condition…
Fear leads to Hiding
Hiding leads to Surface Fellowship
(Genesis 3)



Not a Solution - Total Openness

Let me tell you 
about my 
struggles 

Let me tell you 
about my 
struggles 

Let me tell you 
about my 
struggles 



Solution - Total Commitment to Others’ Needs

Thank you for 
what you’re 

doing 
How are you 

doing? 

How can I help? 



Ephesians 4:29

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, 
but only such as is good for building up, as fits 
the occasion, that it may give grace to those who 
hear. 

=> Commitment to Encouragement



Difficult People



Genesis 37:18-28

They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them 
they conspired against him to kill him. They said to one 
another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill 
him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that 
a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will 
become of his dreams.”



People that are 
closest to us can seem 
difficult



Genesis 44

For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my 
father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall 
bear the blame before my father all my life.’ Now therefore, 
please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant 
to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. For how 
can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to 
see the evil that would find my father.”



Genesis has numerous examples of family rivalry:

● Cain and Abel
● Ishmael and Isaac
● Jacob and Esau
● Rachel and Leah

By showing a willingness to bear the punishment for Benjamin’s 
“crime”, Judah brings about reconciliation



Cultivation
Consistency
Commitment



So now faith, hope, and 
love abide, these three; 
but the greatest of these 
is love.
1 Corinthians 13:13



Love Foundation

1. Love is the greatest command
2. Loving like Jesus did requires going out of my way
3. Loving like Jesus did requires loving difficult people

(P.S. we’re all difficult people)
4. Good works without love are useless
5. I can't do this on my own



15 Characteristics of Love - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is not
3. Envious
4. Boastful
5. Arrogant
6. Rude
7. Selfish
8. Irritable
9. Resentful
10. Joyful over evil

Love is
1. Patient
2. Kind

Love
11. Rejoices over the truth
12. Bears all things
13. Believes all things
14. Hopes all things
15. Endures all things


