
Lesson 1 - Love is Everything



1 Corinthians 13 Love
Biblical love is more than 
“unicorns and 
rainbows”, more than   
feel-good sentiment.

1 Corinthians 13 is often 
read at weddings. While 
that’s appropriate, the 
original context was 
relationships in the 
church.



Another love passage:
let us consider how we 
may spur one another 
on toward love and 
good deeds
(Hebrews 10:24)

Spurs don’t feel so good! 
Our goal for this study is to 
make it practical and 
challenging.



Takeaway #1
Love is the greatest 
command



Matthew 22:34-40

We begin here, because we can’t give too much attention to Jesus’ 
answer about the greatest command:

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 

When Jesus was discussing these commands on another occasion, he 
told the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 15), defining “who is my 
neighbor” and setting a bar for loving behavior.



Takeaway #2
Loving like Jesus did 
requires going out of 
my way



1 Corinthians 13 Context
Consider how the “love chapter” fits with other topics in the 1st letter to the Corinthians:

Chapter 3 - Division in the church

Chapter 5 - Man has his father’s wife

Chapter 6 - Lawsuits in the church

Chapter 8 - Controversy over food sacrificed to idols

Chapter 11 - Problems with Lord’s Supper

Chapters 12, 14 - Pride over spiritual gifts

This was a congregation with a lot of struggles!



Takeaway #3
Loving like Jesus did 
requires loving 
difficult people



P.S.
we’re all 
difficult people



1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Paul describes what seem to be 5 exceptional spiritual 
achievements: 

1. Speak in tongues of men and angels
2. Prophetic powers, understand all mysteries and knowledge
3. Faith to remove mountains
4. Give away all I have
5. Deliver my body to be burned

...but without love, all are counted nothing



Divine Math

We might express this passage mathematically as

5 - 1 = 0

or

$00,000 vs $100,000

Love is the “one” that makes all the difference!

(Alexander Strauch, The 15 Descriptions of Love)



Takeaway #4
Good works without 
love are useless



Ephesians 3:14-19
Paul begins this prayer:

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from 
whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that 
according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner 
being…

Notice the 3 things Paul invokes: God’s name, God’s glory, and 
God’s Spirit. What is the request that requires all that?



Ephesians 3:14-19

...so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and 

to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

Paul’s request is “just” that we would know how much God loves us! He 
considers it that important - and that hard to truly grasp.



Takeaway #5
I can't do this 
on my own



Love Guidance - 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
In the remaining lessons, we’ll consider 15 characteristics of love:

Love is Love is not
1. Patient 3. Envious
2. Kind 4. Boastful

5. Arrogant
Love 6. Rude
11. Rejoices over the truth 7. Selfish
12. Bears all things 8. Irritable
13. Believes all things 9. Resentful
14. Hopes all things 10. Joyful over evil
15. Endures all things



Love Challenge #1 - Love Journal

Over the next 6 weeks, keep a journal of a weekly love goal, as well as 
loving vs unloving choices.

You may find it helpful to download and print the template at this web 
address:  https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/

https://www.raleighchurchofchrist.org/love-journal/


Love Challenge #2 - Prayer

Spend time in prayer this week, seeking to better know God’s love 
for you



Summary

1. Love is the greatest command
2. Loving like Jesus did requires going out of my way
3. Loving like Jesus did requires loving difficult people
4. Good works without love are useless
5. I can't do this on my own


