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Raleigh Church of Christ
Phase I Reopening Plan

The elders have developed a Phase I Reopening Plan intended to be consistent with governmental
directives. There are a lot of considerations regarding our reopening. The plan is reopen for worship
services starting on Sunday, May 31. While all members are welcome to participate in the worship
services, the elders realize that some may not feel comfortable in attending services for a number of
reasons. The choice to participate rests with the individual members/families. The elders have enacted
a number of measures (see below) intended to maximize the safety of all members and minimize the
risk of contracting Covid19 while participating in services. However, there can be no absolute guarantee
that there is no risk. The measures outlined below were taken in large part from recent guidance from
NCDHHS (Interim Guidance for Places of Worship and Religious Services (May 22, 2020)). The elders
covet your patience and understanding. As governmental directives change and the overall situation
regarding the pandemic in this area of North Carolina improves the elders plan to gradually reduce the
safety measures with the goal of returning to pre-pandemic activities. For the safety of all members the
continued good will and compliance with the defined measures by all of our members is humbly
requested by the elders. For Phase I please note:

 Wednesday evening FaceBook children’s and adult classes will continue.
 Bible related material will continue to be made available to parents to help with children’s

education.
 There will be no Wednesday evening service at the building.
 Youth Group activities will continue on Sundays and Wednesdays and other times via Zoom and

other communication options.
 A pre-recorded Bible class (YouTube) will be available at 8:00 AM on Sunday mornings via the

church website (raleighchurchofchrist.org).
 Livestreaming of the 10:30 AM English service will continue via YouTube until otherwise

announced. Once livestreaming ends the intent is to continue to record the worship service and
make it available on YouTube on a delayed basis.

 Three Sunday worship services will be offered:
- All three services will be conducted in the auditorium to all for maximum distancing. The

auditorium and restrooms will be cleaned between services.
- At 10:30 AM there will be an English worship service. This is intended for members whose

last names begin with the letters A-M.
- At 1:00 PM there will be a Spanish worship service.
- At 6:00 PM there will be an English worship service. This is intended for members whose

last names begin with the letters N-Z.
- The English services will be essentially the same.
- At each service the singing will be limited to three hymns.
- For each service members are requested to “register” online at raleighchurchofchrist.org.

Attendance at each service will be limited to 75 people (including those leading the worship
service). Members can register for a service beginning on Monday for the upcoming Sunday
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service. Registration should be accomplished by 12 Noon on Saturday. If the number of
members registering (first come, first served) exceeds 75 those registering after the limit has
been reached will have priority for attending service the next Sunday. If you fall into this
category you will be notified on Saturday prior to the Sunday service. Hopefully all that
desire to worship at the building can do so.

All members are strongly encouraged to follow the measures outline below:

1. If any member of a family has a fever, sniffles, runny nose, etc. or any other symptom of a
contagious illness that family should refrain from attending services.

2. Members are requested to take the temperatures of all family members before leaving for
services. Please do not attend services if any family member’s temperature exceeds 100.4 F.

3. All of those attending services (except for infants and very small children) are highly encouraged
to wear a face mask that you provide. We hope to have a limited supply of face masks available
at the building for those unable to find a mask. Only men leading the service will not be
wearing a mask while in the leadership activity.

4. We ask that all members refrain from physical contact (handshakes, hugs, etc.) other than
between family members. The exception would be for a baptism.

5. Entrance to the building will be limited to the front Exit Tower doors. A greeter should be there
to open the door for you. We request that each member receive hand sanitizer upon entering
the building (table positioned in Exit Tower). There should be someone in the Exit Tower
dispensing the sanitizer. This measure will be in place assuming that a supply of sanitizer can be
purchased.

6. If any member has a health issue that makes them very susceptible to contracting respiratory
infections he/she should prayerfully consider refraining from attending services. However, we
cannot limit people from attending services if they do not pose a health risk to others.

7. All items (Bibles, hymnals, pens, attendance cards, etc.) have been removed from the chair
seatback pockets.

8. Seating is limited to every other row. Rows marked with white ropes should not be used. In
addition other seats will be unavailable (marked with signs) to ensure 6’ separation distances.
Families are encouraged to sit together. Non-family members are encouraged to leave two
seats between themselves and another member. Note: The auditorium has just under 300
chairs. With the 6’ separation distancing measure in effect the number of available seats is
reduced to approximately 130.

9. All members strongly encouraged to maintain 6’ separation distance from non-family members.
Members encouraged to enter the building and immediately after receiving hand sanitizer to go
directly to the auditorium and take their seats. After the service has concluded members will be
dismissed by sections. Multiple exits will be utilized. Members will be requested to promptly
leave the building for outdoor fellowship while practicing social distancing. There should be no
fellowship in the lobby and exit tower.

10. The water fountains will not be available.
11. There will be on physical Update distribution. There will be an electronic Update.
12. There will be no attended nursery.
13. Drivers are requested to leave an empty parking space between the vehicle they are driving and

the next vehicle in the parking lot.
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14. Personal disposable communion units (bread and juice) will be available on the table in the back
of the auditorium. Each person is responsible for picking up his/her unit and disposing of the
empty unit at the conclusion of the service. There will be trash cans at each exit.

15. Collection plates will not be passed. A box to receive contributions has been mounted in the
lobby.

16. If someone becomes ill during a worship service they should, if at all practical, immediately leave
the building. If immediate departure is not possible then the person should immediately move
to Room 15 until departure is practical. The cleaning staff will be notified to sanitize the area(s)
where the person was prior to leaving the building.

17. Members are requested to minimize the number of persons in a restroom at a time (preferably
only one person or members of one family).

18. The floor in the lobby, exit tower, aisles in auditorium and the hall in the first floor of the
educational wings have been marked (blue tape) with 6’ markings. The concrete pad by the Exit
Tower entrance and the walkway in front of the educational wing are similarly marked (blue
paint).

19. Signage has been posted that is consistent with NCDHHS guidance.
20. Several boxes of tissues will be located in the back of the auditorium. Member are encouraged

to take from these boxes as needed and then deposit the used tissues in trash cans.

Thank you for your cooperation.

The elders.


